
 

Grand Rapids Planning Commission 
Minutes JULY 14, 2008 

Present: Chairman Raymond Weber; members; Rod Dorski, Eugene Zager, Tom Arnold and Mike Speich, Town 
Zager moved, Dorski second, unanimously dispensed with reading and approved June 9, 2008 minutes. 

1.    Christopher Klein: 5341 Wazeecha Ave., Conditional Use Permit to add 10’ to existing garage 
which will be 6’ into the 30’ required setback area on Helke Ave.  Mike Panter represented Christopher 
Klein as Christopher is an over the road truck driver.  Planning Commission discussed the vision triangle 
on the lot and discussed the removal of the existing shed on the West side of the lot. 

 

 

2.    Joann Crowell: 1020 Kuhn Ave., Conditional Use Permit for 3 neutured dogs.  These dogs are 
not for breeding purposes and they have an outside fenced in area.  Crowell has almost one acre of land. 

 

3.    Richard Heck: 2910 64th St. N., wants to rezone 6.91 acres from R-2 Residential to Agricul-
tural.  Planning Commission noted that the 6.91 acres were actually two separate parcels and informed 
Heck that the parcel needs to be one unit (one survey)over five (5) acres to be considered for Agricul-
tural zoning. 

 

4.    Roxanne Peronto: 3651 8th St. S., Land Use Permit for a new business. 

 

5.    Rebecca Clasen: 4530 Westwood Dr., Conditional Use Permit for two stone structures 
within the setback area (11’).  Discussion was held as to the neighborhood fence locations, noting that 
there are several fences in the area that are non-conforming.   

 

 

7.    East Arterial Roadway Dept. of Transportation: Mike O’Meara- Wisconsin De-
partment of Transportation-Speaker.  Discussion of the last minute cancellation of O’Meara.  The 
Planning Commission suggested inviting in addition to the Town Board, the Wood County Supervisors 
for Grand Rapids.  Discussed was the possible lack of communication between the Town Board and the 
Planning Commission, a possible remedy may be to have one or two Planning Commission members 
also attend the public meetings for the D. O. T. Project.  Duly noted was the importance of the inclusion 
of all the involved municipalities at the onset of this proposed plan. 

Speich moved, Zager second to recommend approval to the Town Board approve this Conditional Use Permit with 
the following stipulations:  storage shed on west side of property to be removed,  removal of or thinning of trees on 
west side of the existing garage and complete construction within one year. Vote Unanimous 

Dorski moved, Spiech second to recommend the Town Board the approve the Conditional Use Permit for the three 
(3) dogs.  Vote Unanimous 

Zager moved, Dorski second to recommend the Town Board approve the rezoning of the Heck property subject to 
the two lots being combined by surveying. Vote Unanimous 

Zager moved, Dorski recommended to table item until Peronto is present. Vote Unanimous 

Dorski moved, Zager second to accept the gracious withdrawal of Clasens’ application in lieu of the circumstances 
in the neighborhood and possible liability issues. Vote unanimous 
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8.    Zoning Administrators Report: No report 

9.    Other Public Input:  Discussed were the relocation of meetings due to numerous other 
meetings being scheduled at the same time at the municipal building.  Zager mentioned Town Chairman 
Bohn had contacted him about the rescheduling on later dates also due to possible future remodeling of 
the municipal building due to the growth of the Police Department.   

Fehrman questioned the Smart Growth plan and the invitation to the adjoining municipalities to look 
over our draft at a later public viewing/hearing.  The Commission agreed that this was the plan. 

Dorski asked about the progress of the Biron collaboration effort.  Fehrman mentioned that we are look-
ing into committees to check into the advantages of collaboration for Police coverage, Fire coverage, 
Municipal Court and Public Works.  Dorski mentioned that he has received numerous phone calls about 
Grand Rapids assuming Birons’ debt for the Bridgewater project and the industrial park.  Fehrman reaf-
firmed that this would not be the case as these two areas are under a TIF district and the repayment 
would be limited to the Biron residents.  Dorski suggested writing a letter to put in the local paper to in-
form the Grand Rapids residents of the progress and the facts regarding this subject.  Speich suggested 
Chairman Bohn write the letter such as President Jon Evenson has been doing.  Fehrman noted that in-
stead of a monetary exchange a bartering situation is more of what is being addressed.  

Chairman inquired into the Regional Group Meeting concept.  Chairman Bohn was not in attendance-
could not get a timely replacement to go in his stead.  Discussed the merits of attending this meeting. 

Tentative meeting date---July 28,2008       Dorski moved, Zager second, adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 

 

Minutes by Planning Commission Secretary 

Lorelei FuehrerLorelei FuehrerLorelei FuehrerLorelei Fuehrer    

O’Meara notified Fuehrer on Thursday (July 10, 2008) that he would be unable to attend due to being called out of 
town by a sick friend, will be gone the week of July 14, 2008.  Chairman Weber directed Fuehrer to send letter to 
O’Meara requesting to reschedule.  The Commission would like to thank Dave Laspa, City of Wisconsin Rapids 
Engineer, for attending on his vacation time, not being made aware of the last minute cancellation. 


